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political disturbance in the intense jealousy of classes.
They should have been prepared for a tremendous
social upheaval by the squalor and misery of the
peasants. They should have observed the immediate
causes of revolution in the disorder of the finances and
in the gross inequality of taxation. They should
have been wise enough to know that the entire struc-
ture, of which the keystone was a stately and scanda-
lous Court, was undermined on all sides. " Beautiful
Armida Palace, where the inmates live enchanted
lives ; lapped in soft music of adulation ; waited on
by the splendours of the world ; which nevertheless
hangs wondrously as by a single.hair.7'1

But although Chesterfield appeals to history, the
careful modern student of history will perhaps think
the blindness of the French nobility and clergy
eminently pardonable. The Monarchy, under whose
broad shelter all privilege grew and seemed to thrive,
appeared to have its roots deeper in the past than
any existing European institution. The countries
which now made up France had enjoyed no ex-
perience of popular government since the rude
Gaulish freedom. From this, they had passed into
the condition of a strictly administered, strongly
governed, highly taxed, Roman province. The in-
vestigations of the young and learned school of
historians - rising in France leave it questionable

1 Carlyle, French Revolution, i 4,